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Letter from the Editor
	 In the last issue, I started my letter off with a quote by Robert Gallagher about how 
change is inevitable except from a vending machine.  That quote actually seems more 
appropriate for this issue, as it is our first issue to be delivered electronically!  What does 
that mean for you?
 This will impact your newsletter in many ways-good and bad.  Electronic delivery 
has been an issue I, as your editor have wrestled with for the past eight years when it was first brought up.  
At the time, I was adamantly opposed to an electronic version-I would rather have a printed copy that I could 
feel in my hands (and draw mustaches or hats on pictures of people, if necessary!  It’s why I fit in with my 
junior high students, I guess.)  I felt like each newsletter was a nice surprise, that getting a printed copy in a 
mailbox full of bills and solicitations was a way to brighten my day.  Most importantly, I didn’t want anyone 
without a computer to miss out on a single issue.
 As much as I love my new Kindle Fire, I have to admit that things have changed.  Not only is it more 
commonplace to get electronically delivered reading material, it is much, much cheaper.  That is money that 
can be well spent directly on the dogs, especially in today’s economy.  Plus now I am no longer confined by 
space requirements or how much color it will take to print our newsletter.  This means brighter copies, 
larger pictures, pages that you can dwell on rather than have to camp out at with a magnifying glass.  
Additionally, our newsletter won’t be burdened by a lengthy printing process I am very familiar with!  It can 
be read and enjoyed the same day it is finished.  These are all very good reasons to be excited for our new 
format.  Keeping in mind those who may not have computer access, I urge you to be a good neighbor and let 
us know so that we may get these members a copy of our newsletter.  I hope you enjoy each issue more than 
the last.  Thank your for your contributions.

Write on!  -Steve
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The white dog and I
have been together for quite a while now.

We spend our days asking each other questions.

There are the questions
to which lack of a mutual language is no barrier, 

the answer to which is always known:
Do you want to go out?
Are you hungry?

Do you want a biscuit?

There are her questions to me
born of exasperation with dim-witted humans,
her Woof! grown more imperious over the years:
What on God’s green earth are you doing?
How long does it take to get ready?
Are you GROWING that food?

Then there are the questions
that she could answer

if I could but hear:
What’s wrong?  Does it hurt?

Why are you afraid?

These days, she is often lost in the house,
but never in the woods.

Last winter, she jumped into the chest-deep snow 
of her beloved north woods.

She would have fallen if not for the cushion of it.
She, who some days can barely walk,

broke into a confident lope,

raised her snout to the pines 
and howled with the sheer pleasure 

of being alive in the forest on a winter day.  

And with spring just barely here,
the river draws her in

and she revels in its baptism.
I protest that it must still be too cold,

but once again her upright has gotten it all wrong.
Her tail floats on the surface

steadying her against the current
and she grows still and calm and wise

and receives the benediction of
the water and the air all around her.

When she was young, 
she would slip away through the woods

almost as if she disappeared into thin air.
One minute she would be on the path beside me
and the next minute, over the ridge out of sight.

Now, again, she is slipping away
but I cannot simply wait for her 

to re-appear on the porch.
The questions are growing urgent.

Tell me, white dog, where do you want to rest?
In the river?  In the north woods?

In this life together of asking questions,
teach me how to hear your answer.

5/5/08

Ask the White Dog
for Manda (by Sandy Franz)



Where are you my love
Why can’t I find you now
Why have you gone away
Where is the laughter
Where are the kisses
Where are the hugs?
You brought to me

Your world has changed
I’m rearranged 

Does that mean my life changes to

Where are you my love
Do you remember me

I’m the one you used to know 
I’m so sad without you

See what the goodbye has done 
I wish you had stayed by my side

Your Spirit is here 
Everywhere is here 
I feel you are here 
I know you care 

If there is love in your heart 
You will feel my Spirit 

All the time 

I feel you my love 
 I have found you 
You never fade away 
The joy of the memories
Stays here in my silence

It fills my heart with our love 

You are never forgotten
As your memory reminds me of YOU!

My Friend
My Companion
My Love!

“MY LOVE”
by Dan Boatman

In Loving memory of those we have lost
Dedicated to Shirley, Sydney and Willow



Not Your Ordinary Fruitcake
(aka Virginia Whiskey Cake)
 
(Submitted by Lorna Baker)

3/4 pound butter (3 sticks)
1 pound granulated sugar (2 cups)
1 cup brown sugar
6 eggs, separated
1 pint blended whiskey (2 cups)
1 pound pecans and/or walnuts (3-4 cups pieces)
1 pound candied cherries, halved
1/2 pound raisins (2 cups)
5 cups flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon nutmeg
1 teaspoon salt
 
Soak halved candied cherries and raisins in whiskey overnight at room temperature.
 
Cream butter, sugar and brown sugar until fluffy; add egg yolks and beat well.  Add 
soaked cherries and raisins and any remaining whiskey; beat well.
 
Sift together flour, baking powder, nutmeg and salt.  Stir into above mixture along with 
nuts, and mix well.
 
Beat egg whites until stiff peaks form.  A little at a time, fold beaten egg whites into 
batter.
 
Spoon batter into a greased 10" tube pan lined with heavy, greased paper (such as a 
brown paper bag).
 
Bake at 250-275 degrees 3 hours or until done.
 
*  This recipe fills a 10" tube pan.  If you want less, cut the recipe in half or two-thirds, 
bake for a little less time.
 
*  This recipe requires a very big bowl and either a strong arm or a Kitchen Aid stand 
mixer.  Don't use a regular hand mixer for anything but butter, sugars and egg yolks and 
beating the egg whites; the batter is too thick and heavy.



A Dog’s Purpose
A Book Review by Steven Tezak

“This is the remarkable story of one endearing dogʼs search 
for his purpose over the course of several lives.  More than 
just another charming dog story, A Dogʼs Purpose touches 
on the universal quest for an answer to life's most basic 
question: Why are we here?” 

I remember picking the book up and turning it over in my 
hands, thinking that if I couldnʼt get a student in my 
classroom interested in it that I might at least like it.  I 
purchased it and let it sit through the spring months and 
summer.  I find it interesting that I chose this point in the year 
to finally read it, and as I write this review I canʼt help but 
ponder the title so very intimately.

I wasnʼt sure what to expect from this story-it claimed to be 
“heartwarming, insightful, laugh-out-loud funny”.  It sounded 
like a good book to orally read to my classroom of 7th and 
8th graders.  I couldnʼt have been more right...or more 
wrong.  All I can say is that I should have learned my lesson 
when I read the end of “Old Yeller” out loud to a class.

I canʼt really reveal much of the story without giving away 
important discoveries, but I can tell you that this is a book for 
anyone that has ever had a dog love them.  It is written from the first person narrative, so W. Bruce Cameron 
offers a unique way of looking at the world around him.  His canine view of ducks, horses and cats is not only 
hilarious, but spot-on.  The descriptions he uses to fit these creatures into his canine world are biased, yet fair.  
In fact, that is a quality about the main character that makes the reader love and cheer for it: this canine is 
everything we love about our dogs-it is honest, open, exuberant, obedient, optimistic, and child-like in trying to 
understand the things people do or why more interactions donʼt involve treats.

But would my students understand and appreciate it?  The book I had previously finished reading to my class 
was an action novel, full of mystery and suspense.  This book has a more subtle beginning, using humor and 
curiosity to explore the world as a newborn pup and I was afraid I would lose them.  I know from experience that 
there is a point where students just donʼt want to listen any more and begin to clamor for another one.  

For this book, I had them clamoring for just one more chapter every time I stopped reading for the day!

Personally, I know that I have finished a good story when it stays with me long after I have finished it.  This book 
is no exception-it is brilliantly written so that each reader can "contemplate what it drives at and take away a 
meaning that is personal for the reader.  For that reason alone, I will whole-heartedly recommend this book.  If 
you are looking for a funny, emotion-provoking look at ourselves through the eyes of our faithful four-legged 
companions, this is the book for you.  If you are searching for an answer for how our dogs can come into our 
lives, completely win our hearts, then leave us after what seems like a short stay, I cannot claim that this book 
will give you the answers; but it will go a long way towards helping you to understand the nature of this 
relationship with our best friends...and what noble purpose they aspire to.



It’s not a complicated process, 
n o r d o e s i t t a k e a n y 
p a r t i c u l a r k n ow - h ow t o 
become involved in a GUR 
(Greyhound Underground 
Rescue/or Railroad), except 
the desire to experience a dog 
d r o p a n d w i t n e s s t h e 
excitement that goes along 
w i t h i t .   T o s e e t h e 
Greyhounds come out of a 
h a u l e r a f t e r t r a v e l i n g 
numerous hours on the road 
is truly an overwhelming 
sight.   But first, standing next 
t o t h e h a u l e r 
doors imminently 
to be opened by 
t h e d r i v e r , 
panting, whining, 
yipping and yes, 
even barking can 
be heard.   It’s 
difficult to say if 
t h e w a i t i n g 
humans or the 
hounds are more 
anxious, at this 
point.   One by 
one, as the doors 
a r e o p e n e d , 
several hound 
heads emerge, 
most with muzzles st i l l 
attached.   The driver gathers 
l e a s h e s a n d t h e y c o m e 
bounding out, with GUR 
volunteers grabbing dogs that 
are leaping about, sniffing and 
s n o r t i n g ; l o o k i n g fo r a 
location to do what they have 
been denied for so many 
endless hours on the road.  In 
a blur, track leashes and 
muzzles are quickly changed.   
A cursory assessment of 
personalities is made as the 
Greyhounds greet each other 

Be a Part of the GUR Experience
By Fran Hull, Katie Danak-Lentz, and Susan Buza

all over again, before packing 
them in vehicles to go to the 
next location of the drop.
 
A t a s e c u r e d l o c a t i o n , 
generally a GEM member’s 
backyard containing adequate 
fencing with some shade and 
an area to allow for any 
paperwork completion, the 
GUR continues.   Most times, 
prior to arriving at this 
location, a stop at one of 
GEM’s priority veterinary 
clinics is required for a weigh-

i n a n d qu i ck m i c r o ch i p 
insertion.    Then, back at the 
ranch, hounds are cat and 
smal l dog tested , g iven 
wormer and have their photo 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t a r e 
n e c e s s a r y fo r t h e G E M 
website.   The photographer 
and assistant can have a 
challenging task, given the 
e x c i t e m e n t o f t h e n e w 
hounds, spinning in circles 
and becoming reacquainted 
with their other GUR-mates.  
Attempts are made to locate a 

stuffie with a squeaker, which 
is not an easy task – success - 
… squeak – squeak!   Look 
here, turn around, human – 
get out of the shot!, head shot 
with a big dog smile, full side 
view… cool!   Money shot!  
Finally, the Greyhounds are 
reassessed to match to their 
potential foster homes.  
While most are sent off to be 
fostered only until they find 
their forever homes, love-
matches have often been 
made at this point, as well.  

(Don’t you just 
l o v e a h a p p y 
ending?)
 
We w a n t e d t o 
s h a r e t w o 
p e r s o n a l G U R 
stories as related 
by GEM’s Katie 
Lentz and Susan 
Buza.

Katie Lents
When I think back 
t o t h e s e v e r a l 
GURS I have been 
o n , I a l w a y s 
r e m e m b e r t h e 

moment when we first get to 
see the dogs.  While waiting for 
the hauler to arrive, we are 
usually sitting in the parking lot 
with other GEM members as 
well as other adoption groups.  
Everyone is always anxious 
with anticipation of what dogs 
the hauler will bring.  

When the hauler pulls in you 
can just feel the excitement in 
the air-not just from the people, 



but from the dogs!  The 
first time I saw the hauler I 
was horrified….so many 
dogs in such a small place 
for so long.  Then I met 
the wonderful drivers and 
learned just how much 
they loved and cared for 
t h e s e d o g s a n d m y 
perspective changed from 
worry for the dogs to 
thankfulness for such 
amazing people.  

While the drivers are 
getting the paperwork 
together, I usually walk 
around the hauler and say 
“Hi” to all the dogs.  You 
can see their quizzical eyes 
looking at you through the tiny 
slots and you can hear their tails 
going a mile a minute.  
Then comes the time when the 
driver calls your dogʼs name and 
opens the door.  There are 
usually two or three dogs in 
each compartment and they are 
all ready to jump right into your 
arms.  It just makes your heart 
flutter.  You find the one you 
came for and hook its leash on 
and out comes this amazing 
dog.

The dogs are always so happy 
to see you and be given 
attention and they just steal your 
heart away in that one minute.  
You automatical ly become 
protective of the dogs you have 
in your hands and canʼt help 
thinking of the bright future these 
dogs have in front of them.  

Then the door on the hauler 
shuts and you feel sad for a 
second about all the dogs still in 
there, but know they are off to 
their new  homes as well.  For me 
it is always such a surreal 
moment and I try to take it all in 
and just be so thankful for all the 
people who dedicated their time, 
money, and efforts to move these 
dogs.  

It is always an experience I am 
glad I was part of and always 
take away something new.  The 
ride home is the fun part where 
you get to really bond with the 
dogs and get to know them, but 
for me, the first sight of these 
dogs in the hauler is what tugs at 
my heart and stands out in my 
mind forever.    

Susan Buza
I’ll never forget my first GUR.  It 
was an overnight adventure to 

Dairyland Greyhound Park with 
Sue Clynick, Deb Mosier and 
Kathy Darfler.  We left Saturday 
afternoon, arriving in Kenosha 
in time for dinner.  After eating, 
we headed over to Dairyland to 
actually see the races – it was 
amazing to watch greyhounds 
REALLY run.  Laps in the 
backyard a re noth ing in 
comparison.  After every race, 
the runners would all pile up at 
the end, panting and wagging 
their tails like crazy. Eventually 
we made it back to our hotel 
and tried to get some sleep as 
we had to be at the kennel 
early in the morning.

The next morning both came 
too soon (the sleep thing didn’t 
go so well!) and not soon 
enough as we were all excited 
to meet the new GEMs.   We 
drove over to track, checked in 
with security at the gate, and 
met John the trainer at his 
kennel building.  Walking into 



the kennel, I was blown away by 
the noise!  Whoever said that 
greyhounds don’t bark clearly 
has never visited a track kennel!  
The dogs were a l l c lear ly 
enamored with John – everyone 
barking, wagging their tails and 
doing various antics to get his 
attention as he walked down the 
aisle.  John showed us around 
the kennel, explaining things as 
he went.   Then we had a few 
minutes to visit with all of the 
dogs, some of which made it to 
GEM on later GURs - I met the 
cutest little brindle girl named 
SNS She Daisy (Daisy Buza) that 
I just adored.  Deb fell for a girl 
named Damar Irene (Chloe 
Mosier).   

Then John went to each dog off 
our list, got it out of its crate, 
helped us swap out their track 
collar/muzzle for a new GEM set 
and gave us a description of 
each dogs personality complete 
with a few anecdotes.  We took 
each dog to the attached turnout 
areas to potty before our 
trip back to Michigan.  
And then we set to work 
squeezing 7 dogs into 
KD’s van.  Immediately, 
there were two boys 
(Pazzo Amaretto & Circle 
P Axel) who just didn’t 
want to share the same 
space and we had to 
work to keep them apart 
the whole trip. 

Next on the GUR was a 
d e t o u r b y M i d w e s t 
Greyhound Adoption to 
pick up a little broken leg 
girl named Dodge Ann.  I 
remember I was amazed 
we were going to put 

another dog in the van, let alone 
a dog with a cast!  But we did!  
And promptly had to play referee 
with a Dodge Ann and the boys 
who all just adored her a little too 
much for her liking!  Once we 
were all settled again, it was back 
on the road. I vaguely remember 
more pandemonium with each 
potty break (human) and trying to 
eat McD’s in the van with 8 nosy 
greys.  But again, somehow we 
made it work.

By the end of the 8-hour trip 
home, I swore NEVER again.  I 
was bone tired, nauseous from a 
headache and motion sickness, 
my back hurt, and I smelled like I 
had slept in a kennel. Yet 
somehow, a few months later, I 
volunteered again.  By then all I 
could remember were all the little 
highlights on the way home from 
the track – Tailwaggin Blast & 
Pazzo Figmont were SUCH 
sweethearts!  Breanna Bear was 
the cutest little brindle girl! How 
adorable seeing littermates Jit 

Barney Bday & Jit Bambam 
Bday lean on each other. 
Barney falling asleep at one 
point draped over my knees as 
he refused to lay down in the 
van.  And what great dogs 
Pazzo Amaretto & Circle P Axel 
w e re o n c e t h e y w e re n ’ t 
crammed into such a small 
space with each other.  

GURs I’ve been on since have 
had similar ups and downs; but 
it’s always worth getting the 
dogs to GEM and on that first 
step to their retirement.  All in 
all, I’d do any one of them again 
in a heartbeat. 

I f y o u w o u l d l i k e t o 
participate in all this good 
fun and be first to see our 
beautiful GEM Greyhounds, 
please contact Fran or Gary 
Hull to be placed on the GUR 
call list.

franhull.gem@gmail.com
garyhull.gem@gmail.com
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Plastic Box of  Three Gator Clips     $9.00

Rubber-like grips with a strong magnet 

on the back.  Use them for chips, dog 

food bags, papers, instead of  a safety 

pin or just to show the world that you 

love greyhounds! There’s just nothing 

better than Peace, Love and Greyhounds! 

Four different Gator Clips        

$3.00 each

Rubber-like grips with a 

strong magnet on the back.  

Three are “see through” 

plastic. One is solid white 

plastic.  

Celebrating Greyhounds Calendar 2012  $11.00

13 months of  your favorite . . . greyhounds!! CG 

Magazine puts out this fantastic calendar, annually, in 

support of  The Greyhound Project.  Help spread 

awareness of  what wonderful pets Retired Racing 

Greyhounds are by purchasing one of  these calendars.

Celebrating Greyhounds 

Planner 2012         $14.00

Compact: 5.5" X 8.5" Closed. 8.5" X 

11" Opened. Fifty-four weeks from 

December 25, 2011 through January 

5, 2013. Every week features 

different adopted Greyhounds from 

around the world.  A listing of  

adoption, referral and support 

contacts for more than 300 groups.

Santa has Reindeer
You have Greyhounds



PupMobile Magnet     $5.00

Let’s go for a ride with  bumper stickers that proclaim: 

Greyhounds on Board!  Greyhounds Rock!

My Greyhound is smarter than your Honor Student!

I (heart) My Greyhound!  I Love My Greyhound!

6 ¼”  X 4 ¾ “

Furminator with FURejector Button        $34.00

2.65” deShedding edge. Designed for coats shorter than 2 inches.

FURejector™ button cleans and removes loose hair from the tool with ease.

Reduces shedding up to 90%!  Stainless steel deShedding edge reaches deep 

beneath your dog's short topcoat to gently remove undercoat and loose hair.

Ergonomic handle makes the tool easy to grip.

Guaranteed to reduce shedding better than any brush, rake or comb.

Love My Greyhound!

6 ¼”  X 4 ¾ “

"Diamonds in the Ruff  2012" - 

GEM's Annual Calendar     $10.00

GEM's fifth annual calendar 

features over 50 full color 

photographs of  GEM adopters' 

greyhounds.

Edited and arranged by Kathy 

Lazenby

6 ¼”  X 4 ¾ “

List Pad with Magnet   $4

Includes a pencil with a magnet, too, so you 

won’t lose your ability to write!

Measures 8 ½” X 3 ½” with lines to jot down 

things remembered.  (Approx. 50 pages) 



Nite Ize SpotLit LED    $6

Nite Ize SpotLit LED is the perfect mini-beacon 

whenever you need a little help in the dark. Set 

in a lightweight stainless steel carabiner, it 

attaches quickly and securely to just about 

anything with a hook or zipper. Its long-lasting 

LED bulb provides an ambient glow 

bright enough for walks. Attached to 

your pet, it tells other people 

where you are, when they might 

not otherwise see you. 

Choose from two modes: 

press once for steady glow, 

twice for continuous 

flash. Water- resistant, long-life, 

replaceable battery included. 

Comes in Red, White, Blue, Green, 

Disco (combination of  all of  the other colors.) 

Woodrow Wear Power Paws  $20

Woodrow Wear Power Paws are soft, snug fitting socks with  a  “rubberized” footprint 

bottom.   4 socks to a package.  These are the “Greyhound Edition” and made for a 

greyhound’s uniquely different feet to stay on!

Greyhounds have physically different feet. We now carry Power Paws for Greyhounds.

  Traction:  Grips on slick surfaces.  Useful for ligament issues and arthritis. 

  Mobility:  Freedom and movement for senior and injured dogs. 

  Allergies:  Wear outside, remove and toss in washer when indoors.  No more licking! 

  Paw Protection:  Can replace e-collars for dogs with foot injuries and sensitive feet. 

  All Natural:  Cotton & elastic assure comfort and air flow.  No bacteria, stinky paws! 

  Outdoors – Heat:  Paws don’t burn on hot pavement, sand, etc. 

  Outdoors – Snow:  Spray with waterproof  spray to protect from ice, salt, and cuts. 

  Scratch Prevention:  Prevent nail marks & scratches on hardwood, car interiors. 

  Vehicles:  Provide traction & stability in boats, RVs, cars, and other moving 

vehicles.

Power Paws can be washed just like clothes. 

  All Woodrow Wear products come with a 100% satisfaction guarantee. If  used indoors, 

they also have a 3 month warranty for workmanship and defects in the product.  If  

worn outdoors, you will experience faster wear which isn’t covered by the warranty.

Deluxe Pawprint 

Ornament Kit       

$12

The Kit includes 3 

oz. oven-bake clay, 

roller, ribbon, tool, 

ring and 

instructions.

Provides a timeless 

paw print of  your 

greyhound.  

Minutes to create, a 

lifetime to cherish. 

Nite Cell Replacement Batteries   

Keep your Nite Ize L.E.D. Spot-

Lit light shining! Replacement 

Lithium 3V batteries.

$2 for a 2 pack of  3V Lithium   

#2016         


